
Advent is here! As we prepare our sacred virtual spaces for the season,

let us not forget to make room in our hearts for HOPE, PEACE, JOY, and

LOVE. Being ADVENT-FULL, means taking deliberate and intentional time

to invite the Divine to be our light in everything we do, say, and think

even in the midst of a pandemic. 

Though we will not gather around church altars filled with

poinsettias or exchange gifts like in times past, there is still reason to

celebrate. God is here, Christ is here, The LIght is here, 

This is the truth and crux of our faith.

 Rev. Dr. Christal Bell 

WHAT AN ADVENT-FULL SEASON!

My prayer is that the following resources will bring light, love, and laughter

around kitchen tables, living rooms, and other sacred spaces where we now

worship. We invite you to join us every Sunday evening at 7pm (CST) beginning

Nov. 29th  for our District Advent Services which will be streamed on FaceBook

Live on the District Page. 

For bonus resources, games, videos, & More click the

photos in this newsletter.

Have a Blessed Advent Season.

Rev. Dr. Christal L. Bell

Fourth Episcopal District Christian Education Director
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https://www.ame4th.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wP_w4oVxJzM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOpAavwUIgQ


that should be definitively identified, such

as in the singing of the celebrated hymn, 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.

The use of the Advent calendar is a special

calendar used to count or celebrate the

days in anticipation of Christmas. Since

the date of the first Sunday of Advent

varies, falling between November 27 and

December 3 inclusive, the Advent calendar

usually begins on December 1, although

many include the previous few days that

are part of the season. Many Advent

calendars take the form of a large

rectangular card with "windows", of which

there are usually 24: one for each day of

December leading up to Christmas Eve.

Often, these windows have a Bible verse

and prayer printed on them, which

Christian families incorporate as part of

their daily Advent devotions.

The concept of the Advent wreath

originated among German Lutherans in the

16th Century. However, it was not until

three centuries later that the modern

Advent wreath took shape. The modern

Advent wreath, with its candles

representing the Sundays of Advent,

originated from an 1839 initiative by

Johann Hinrich Wichern, a Protestant

pastor in Germany. He created it in view of

the impatience of the children he taught as

they awaited Christmas. There are several

variants of the theme celebrated such as

• Prophets–Angels–Shepherds–Magi

• Faith–Prepare–Joy–Love

•Hope-Peace-Love-Joy (variations)

•Modern words (Hope-Justice-Unity*

Does the AME Church follow any order when it

comes to the Advent Season? Do we have a calendar

of prayers and scriptures? The AME Church adheres

to the same readings, colors, prayers and scriptures

as the entire Christian Church. These readings, the

Lectionary, may be found in the back of our hymnals,

selection #795, which follows the plan of the

Christian Year.

Advent is a season observed in many Western

Christian churches as a time of expectant waiting

and preparation for the celebration of the Nativity

of Jesus at Christmas. The term is an anglicized

version of the Latin word adventus, meaning

"coming".  Advent is not Christmas. It precedes

Christmas on the Christian calendar and should not

be confused with Christmastide. It should be used as

a teachable time during which, relevant prayers,

music, readings, meditations, and hopefully, sermons

are presented to congregations in order to

strengthen their connection to Christ’s coming. 

Christian educators, pastors, and other leaders

should emphasize that this season is for personal

and spiritual reflection. Advent is an intentional

by (compiled) Steffyne Glenn (CED Team) 

*Excerpts from various online sources 

RECAP HISTORY OF ADVENT 
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 Let us intentionally and prayerfully

embrace each week. As we light a

candle, announce a theme, write a

meditation, or preach a sermon, let us

remember that the reason for this

season is to await our precious Savior!

More than ever, Advent is an

important worship expression for each

of us; more than ever, Advent is

necessary. *

*Excerpts from “Advent: A Necessary

Season” by The Reverend Monica C.

Jones, PhD

Finally, keep in mind as we celebrate Advent independent

of Christmas and teach its fundamental concepts that

Advent is a principled expression of worship that is

applicable anywhere and anytime. The four most popular

themes are hope, peace, joy, and love. Even though these

themes may not necessarily be recognized in that order,

they represent important principles of our faith. They are

the spiritual fabric of Christian living. Without hope, we

have no reason to move forward. Without joy, we are

vacant wanderers. Without peace, we give chaos control.

As Paul tells us, without love, we are but a sounding brass.

It is an intergenerational lesson. As the church becomes

familiar with the symbols of Advent and how to present

candle lightings, wreaths, and so on, the people develop

their own special worship tradition. Most importantly,

they take the lessons learned with them into the

Christmas season.

This approach to understanding Advent represents an

effective way to encourage interest and excitement in the

church. It enables us to bring the message of the Messiah

home to the hearts of people! Advent is not Christmas but

it ushers Christmas in. It can be taught creatively and

meaningfully to worshipers. It is principled and relevant

to all believers. I pray that in this time of uncertainty and

doubt that we will move with power and boldness into the

Advent Season!
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’ A cross which would be the ultimate

tool of torture suited for a crucifixion

on our behalf. Then an empty tomb

‘serving’ as a ‘waiting room’ for the

resurrection.

What great care God took to keep

God’s promise of love to us. “Advent is

derived from the Latin word adventus,

meaning ‘coming,’ which is a

translation of the Greek word

parousia. Advent Season lasts for four

Sundays leading up to Christmas.” It

opens the Christian calendar since the

birth of Christ is the first and central

event of the Christian era.

“Advent is an opportunity to embrace

the promise for Israel and the promise

for the church being Jesus Christ; he

has come, and he will come again. This

is the essence of Advent!”

Howard County, Indiana Chief of

Probation Dustin DeLong concerning

embracing the advent opportunities in

life shares: “The first step is to identify

opportunities. The second step is to

work together to develop solutions

which maximize long term benefits!”

The juxtaposition of the Savior’s birth

and the resurrection are really one in

the same for humankind-Life giving

life. What a great benefit-Christmas

present even to receive the gift of the

Savior’s life, teachings, the on-going

power and presence of the Teacher,

and the promise of eternal life through

Jesus Christ! As the camera begins

panning upward into a dark blue star-

lit sky there is a final commentary for

today’s entry (again in Mr. Serling’s

voice) “As we sing this Advent season:

‘O come, let us adore Him, O come, let 

A D V E N T   D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 0

In“In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie,

promised before the world began.”  Titus 1:2

Advent begins Sunday November 29, 2020 and ends

Thursday December 24, 2020.  

Dr. Dennis E. Groh in his book In Between Advents Biblical

and Spiritual Advents  states: “As we think about Christ’s

advent, we wish to think about it in terms of the long

history of God’s promises-brought by people arriving with

a special word, a promise, a spiritual gift.” (p.13)

God’s “special gift” of Jesus Christ (the “penultimate

bargaining tool” relieves us from the sure fate of death in

sin. While extending to us eternal life in Heaven!  

You are watching a dark blue star-lit sky. The camera pans

down to a scene in a barn. This barn your regular “garden

variety” barn. Nothing special about it or to it. 

A voice (in a Rod Serling cadence) speaks: “Picture a barn

yard ‘delivery room’ located ‘away in a manger.’ Our host

a just born baby boy who would one day experience the

mental and physical carnage of a trial ‘furnished’ with a

‘kangaroo jury.

by Rev. Dr. Michael C. Carson

“EMBRACE AND CELEBRATE

YOUR ADVENT EXPERIENCE”

 

CLICK HERE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2sprcNhZWIU


 us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord.’

 Keep close to your lips the lyrics: ‘Were you there when

they crucified my Lord?’ Then be ready to join in the

resounding chorus of: ‘He rose, He rose, He rose from the

dead…  And the Lord will bear my spirit home.’” 

Peace with justice, be blessed real good, attend worship,

and families matter. 

Carson serves as Pastor for Saint Paul A.M.E. Church,

Indianapolis, Indiana. He is the founder of “Refreshing” A

Ministry For Pastors, Ministers, and Laity Needing

Restoration, Refreshing, and Healing. A Personal &

Professional Development Ministry.

He may be reached by e-mail at carsonvision@acd.net

by Rev. Dr. Michael C. Carson

“EMBRACE AND CELEBRATE

YOUR ADVENT EXPERIENCE CON..

 You are invited to join our

virtual Advent photo challenge.

Don't forget to post

your photos to FB and

Instagram.  Follow us on

Instagram @4thced or click the

photo above. Use the

#Advent4th & #4thced. Some of

the photos will be featured

throughout the Advent Season

on the District's Social Media

Pages. 

ADVENT PHOTO CHALLENGE

’
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CLICK THE LOGO TO PURCHASE &

DOWNLOAD THE 2020 PROPHECY AND

EXPECTATION ADVENT DEVOTIONAL: A

GUIDE FOR MEDITATION AND ACTION
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https://kahoot.com/


 Kwanzaa is a week-long celebration held

in the United States (and, more recently,

Canada) but also celebrated in the

Western African Diaspora.  The

celebration honors proverbs of our

African culture and is observed from

December 26th to January 1st,

culminating in a feast and gift-giving.

This written observance has been

produced in order to lift up each of the

seven principles of Kwanzaa.

 4th Episcopal District Christian Education Team

KWANZAA (DEC 26-JAN 1)

’
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CLICK HERE

TO GET 

YOUR

STAMPS.

CLICK EACH

PRINCIPLE (PHOTO)

TO SEE EXTRA

RESOURCES ABOUT

KWANZAA.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mtI3fENvTug
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x1w6gr-C9LM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2MkzucINLs
https://store.usps.com/store/product/buy-stamps/kwanzaa-S_574904


Second Principle:

“KUJI-CHAGU-LIA”

which means: “SELF-DETERMINATION”

"To realize that GOD has given us all that

we need for success if we just believe in

ourselves."

Suggested Scripture:

“So, we must rid ourselves of everything

that is in the way, and of the sin which

holds on to us so tightly, and let us run

with determination the race that lies

before us.”                  Hebrew 12: 1b

Third Principle:          

“UJIMA (U-Ji-ma)”

which means:

COLLECTIVE WORK AND

RESPONSIBILITY

"To build and maintain our community

together and make our brothers’ and

sisters’ problems, our problems, and to

solve them together."

Suggested Scripture:

“The work they do will be successful, and

their children will not meet with disaster.

 I will bless them and their descendants

for all time to come.                                                             

                           Isaiah 65: 23

First Principle:

“U M O J A”

which means: “UNITY”

“We, as a people, can accomplish much

working in unity one supporting the work

of the other.

Suggested Scripture:

“The group of believers was one in mind

and heart. No one said that any of his

belongings was his own, but they all

shared with one another everything they

had.”          Acts 4:32

by 4th District CED Team 

KWANZAA PRINCIPLES &     

 SCRIPTURES  

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 0 K W A N Z A A

CLICK HERE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKLvaql9Xvg


Fourth Principle:     

“UJAMAA (U-Ja-ma)”

which means:

“COOPERATIVE ECONOMICS”

This is to build and maintain our own

stores, shops and other

businesses and to profit from them

together.  Some believe this

principle should go as far as developing

a completely self-contained

community such as Black Wall Street in

Oklahoma and Rosewood in

Florida in the 1920’s as well as the one

that was created by Elijah 

Mohammad in the 60’s.

Suggested Scripture:

“His lord said unto him, well done, good

and faithful servant; thou

hast been faithful over a few things, I

will make thee ruler over

many things; enter thou into the joy of

the lord.”

Matthew 25: 23

Fifth Principle:

“N  I  A”

which means:

“PURPOSE”

Who am I, Am I really who I say I am?

Am I all that I ought to be, What is my

purpose?

Suggested Scripture:

“I alone know the plans I have for you,

plans to bring you

prosperity and not disaster, plans to

bring about the future you

hope for.” Jeremiah 29: 11

Sixth Principle:                           

KUUMBA (KOO-M-BAH)

which means:

“CREATIVITY”

It is through new ideas that we achieve

higher levels of living and a greater

appreciation for life.  Each family

member should find creative things to

do throughout the year that will

enhance the family and community as a

whole.

Suggested Scripture:

 Do not neglect the gift that is in you,

which was given to you through

prophecy with the laying on of hands

by the council of elders. Put these

things into practice, devote yourself to

them, so that all may see your

progress.

I Timothy 4: 14-15

Seventh Principle:  

“I M A N I”

which means:

“FAITH”

To believe with all our hearts in GOD,

our people, our parents, our teachers,

our leaders, and the righteousness and

victory of our struggle.

Suggested Scripture:

“Jesus answered, ‘I assure you that if

you believe and do not doubt, you will

be able to do what I have done to this

fig tree. And not only this, but you will

even be able to say to this hill, get up

and throw yourself in the sea, and it

will. If you believe, you will receive

whatever you ask for in prayer”                  

 Matthew 21: 21-22





BISHOP  JOHN  F .  WHITE ,  PRESIDING  PRELATE

MRS .  PENNY  HARTSFIELD  WHITE

EPISCOPAL  SUPERVISOR  

REV .  DR .  REGINALD  BLOUNT

VICE-CHAIR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION

REV .  DR .  CHRISTAL  L .  BELL

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR

JOIN  US :  NOV .  29TH   

DEC  6TH  

DEC .  13TH

DEC .  20TH @ 7 :00PM  (CST )

ON  FB  LIVE  

ADVENT  SERVICES  

https://www.facebook.com/4thDistrictAMEC/

